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There are two major population centers of greater sandhill
cranes in Minnesota, one in northwest and one in east-
central Minnesota. This second population center is con-
centrated primarily around Carlos Avery Wildlife Manage-
ment Area which abuts directly on the eastern edge of the
proposed SNA.

During the course of the 1979 SNA inventory of Boot Lake,
the field crew did not observe any sandhill cranes.
However, through the Observation Card Program initiated
by Carrol Henderson, DNR non-game biologist, there have
during the last couple of years been observat1ons of
cranes from the proposed SNA.

In 1979 W. Rohl reported that throughout April and May of
that year he observed two adults on T33N R22W Section 17.
He observed the birds in a marsh habitat of the Book Lake
tract south of Linwood Lake and assumed the birds were a
breeding pair.

In 1977 (April 8) one additional observation was reported
by L. Knudson and R. Johnson in the Boot Lake tract. Little
information about the observation was reported other than
the fact that the sex and age of the bird was unknown.

In addition, during the last two or three years, several

breeding pairs have also been reported within one mile of
the northern and eastern boundaries of the Boot Lake tract.
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Distribution of Grus canadensis’tabida; Greater Sandhill Crane




ELEMENT NAME:
FEDERAL STATUS:
STATE STATUS:

NATURAL HERITAGE
PROGRAM STATUS:

BASIS FOR STATUS
CLASSIFICATION:

PREFERRED HABITAT:

DISTRIBUTION:

OCCURRENCES 1IN
MINNESOTA:

# OF OCCURRENCES
IN MANAGED AREAS:

POTENTIAL THREATS
TO SPECIES:

STATUS SHEET

Emydoidea blandingi (Blanding's Turtle)

None

None
Rare -

Like so many other members of Minnesota's herptofauna
very little is known about the status of the Blanding's
turtle. The infrequent sightings and collection records
that have accumulated over the years indicate that the
species is restricted to east-central and southeastern
Minnesota. Some experts suggest that the species may be
more widespread than the records suggest. On the other
hand, because of the turtles dependence on wetland
habitats, most professionals argue that the increasing
demise of our wetlands poses a substantial threat to the
survival of the species. In 1ight of this concern the
state of Iowa has officially listed the species as
threatened while Wisconsin has put it on the 'watch' 1ist.

Ernst and Barbour (1972) state that Emydoidea blandingi
“prefers shallow water with a soft bottom and abundant
aquatic vegetation." Throughout much of the year it is
dependent upon the lakes, ponds, marshes, creeks and
sloughs that provide such habitat. Although the turtle

may feed, breed and overwinter in wetlands, in Minnesota

it also appears to require sandy banks or dunes for nesting.

See attached map.

At present 13 records from specimens collected in 8 different
counties (Anoka, Hennepin, Pine, Ramsey, Wabasha, Washington,
Watonwan, Winona) have been accessed to the data base.
Records from the 8 remaining counties jllustrated on the
distribution maps are sighting records for which the original
reports have not yet been located.

The area best known for its population of Blanding's turtle
is the Kellogg/Weaver Sand Dunes along the Mississippi
River Floodplain.

At present none of the occurrence records are known to
receive adquate protection.

The 1ife history and habitat requirements of the Blanding's
turtle are still poorly understood. Nevertheless most
biologists concur that the loss of wetland habitats may
pose the largest threat to the continued survival of this
species. ‘
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Research efforts directed towards understanding the turtles
biological requirements are direly needed. Some progress
towards this goal was begun by researchers Mike Pappus

and Bruce Brecke in the Kellogg/Weaver Sand Dune Prairie
several years ago (to date this study has not been published).
Nevertheless, considerable data regarding the species
distribution and status is still needed. Meanwhile efforts
to protect known nesting and breeding areas should be

“encouraged.
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Distribution of Emydoidea blandingi; Blanding's Turtle




STATUS SHEET

ELEMENT NAME: Pinus banksiana wetland cover type.
COMMON NAME: Jack Pine wetland cover type.
NATURAL HERITAGE Protection priority plant community.
PROGRAM STATUS:
- BASIS FOR STATUS A natural plant community with an unusual assemblage of
CLASSIFICATION: - plants. Apparently rare in Minnesota.
- DESCRIPTION & DIS- Although Jack Pine (Pinus banksiana) is found occasionally ~
TRIBUTION OF THE in wetlands in Minnesota, it very seldomly occurs as a
PLANT COMMUNITY: dominant. Bogs where Jack Pine is dominant are therefore

noteworthy. This type of plant community is presently
thought to be quite Timited in its occurrence in Minnesota
although it may be slightly more frequent in Wisconsin.
The best known site in Minnesota at present is a small bog
located approximately % mile southwest of Boot Lake,

Anoka County, where a Jack Pine stand occurs on a mucky
peat soil growing with tamarack (Larix laricina), bog rose-
mary (Andromeda glaucophylla), leatherleaf (Chamaedaphne
calyculata), narrow-Teaved cottongrass (Eriophorum
angustifolium),small cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos),
sphagnum moss (Sphagnum sp.), and :a species usually }
restricted to dry sites, the sweet blueberry (Vaccinium
angustifolium). :

Curtis in The Vegetation of Wisconsin (1959) made the
following observations,

Jack Pine, on the other hand, may achieve as high
as 100 per cent dominance in certain bogs. This

may seem surprising in view of the position of jack
pine as a typical member of the driest sand barrens
in the region, but in the boreal forests of northern
Ontario, jack pine is most typically found on poorly
drained flats in company with black spruce, Labrador
tea (Ledum groenlandicum), sphagnum, and pitcher-
plant (Sarracenia purpurea). The jack pine swamp
forests of Wisconsin can be regarded as outliers of
this more widespread Canadian community.

NUMBER .OF OCCUR- Very few occurrences are presently known in Minnesota
RENCES IN THE STATE: and they are located on the Anoka sandplain at the edge
‘ of the natural range of jack pine in central Minnesota.

# OCCURRENCES None known.
ADQUATELY PROTECTED
IN MAMNAGED AREAS:

POTENTIAL THREATS This community is particularly sensitive to anyAconstruction
TO COMMUNITY: or development project that would cause drainage or in some
way alter the local water table.

REFERENCES: Curtis, J. T. 1959. Tha Vegetation of Wisconsin.
The University of Wisconsin Press, Madison.

- 27 -










